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December 18, 2007
Andrew C. von Eschenbach, M.D.
Commissioner of Food and Drugs
Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Commissioner:
The undersigned groups, representing more than 70 million consumers nationwide, are
concerned that the FDA intends to finalize its risk assessment by the end of this year and
allow milk and meat from cloned animals and their progeny to be sold to the public. This
action flies in the face of serious gaps in the agency’s analysis and the fact that 150,000
public comments received by the FDA overwhelmingly opposed the approval of meat
and milk from cloned animals out of concern for human health, animal welfare, and
economic impacts.
In the past week, Congress has clearly indicated that it shares our concerns through two
separate legislative acts. These provisions would delay the Food and Drug
Administration’s decision regarding meat and milk from cloned animals and their
progeny.
1. The Consolidated Appropriations Act contains bipartisan language agreed to by
both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees that strongly encourages
the FDA to continue the voluntary moratorium on introducing food products from
cloned animals into commerce. The report language directs the FDA to enter into
an agreement with the Economic Research Service at USDA to study the
domestic agricultural and international trade economic implications of permitting
cloned animals and their progeny into the food supply. The House has already
passed the appropriations bill with these provisions and the Senate is expected to
pass it later this week.
2. The Senate-passed version of the Farm Bill (H.R. 2419) contains a bipartisan
provision that requires the FDA to delay issuance of its final risk assessment on
food from cloned animals until further studies by the National Academy of
Sciences and the USDA are completed.

Our organizations believe that the FDA should respect the will of Congress and the
public that cloned foods not enter the food supply until more is known about their
potential impacts on human health and the economy. We urge you to delay any action
related to issuing a final risk assessment or lifting the voluntary moratorium on the use of
cloned animals or their progeny for food until the concerns raised by the pending
legislation are addressed.

Sincerely,

Tracie Letterman, Esq.
Executive Director, American Anti-Vivisection Society
Joe Mendelson
Legal Director, Center for Food Safety
Chris Waldrop
Director, Food Policy Institute, Consumer Federation of America
Michael Hansen, PhD
Senior Scientist, Consumers Union
Julie Janovsky
Director of Campaigns, Farm Sanctuary
Wenonah Hauter
Executive Director, Food & Water Watch
Gillian K. Madill
Genetic Technologies Campaigner, Friends of the Earth
Michael Greger, M.D.
Director of Public Health and Animal Agriculture
The Human Society of the United States
Margaret Mellon
Director of Food and the Environment, Union of Concerned Scientists
Attachments:
1. Consolidated Appropriations Act Language
2. Senate Farm Bill Language—Managers’ Amendment

CC: President George W. Bush
Secretary Michael O. Leavitt, Department of Health and Human Services

Attachment 1: Consolidated Appropriations Act

Attachment 2: Farm Bill Language

