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10 THINGS YOU SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT 
ROUNDUP READY ALFALFA

1. Roundup Ready alfalfa will contaminate organic and other non-GM alfalfa seed and hay 
 Roundup Ready (RR) alfalfa will further decrease farmers’ non-GM feed options. Currently, beef producers 
who wish to feed non-GM grain have limited options because of the rampant spread of GM traits in corn and 
soybeans. It is estimated that 50% of the conventional (non-GM) corn and soybean seed supply, and 80% of the 
conventional canola seed supply, contains a GM trait. Certifi ed organic alfalfa growers risk losing premiums 
for their product and/or organic certifi cation if GM traits transfer from RR fi elds to their own. 

2. Roundup Ready alfalfa will increase the cost of organic milk and beef 
 In 2005, the U.S. could not fulfi ll its demand for organic milk, primarily because organic dairy farmers 
could not fi nd enough organic feed. The dairy industry is the leading consumer of alfalfa. The demand for 
organic feed for beef and dairy cows increases the need to protect organic and other non-GM alfalfa from 
RR alfalfa contamination. In the event that RR alfalfa is widely adopted, consumers can expect the prices 
of organic products, especially milk and beef products, derived from alfalfa to increase and to be subject to 
shortages.

3. Roundup Ready alfalfa will increase herbicide use
 Only 17% of alfalfa in the U.S. is currently treated with herbicides. Herbicide use on herbicide-tolerant 
crops has increased by over 130 million pounds since 1996. The National Center for Food and Agriculture 
Policy estimates that in California alone, 200,000 more pounds of herbicides will be applied per year with 
the introduction of RR alfalfa. 

4. Roundup Ready alfalfa will increase the potential for glyphosate (Roundup) resistant weeds 
 As more and more Roundup is used, the popular herbicide becomes less effective over time as weeds 
develop resistance to it. Farmers must resort to less friendly and more costly chemicals to control Roundup-
resistant weeds, the very chemicals farmers were told RR technology would wean out. The spread of Roundup-
resistant weeds has outpaced new tools for controlling them, leaving countless farmers with few options to 
deal with thousands of acres of problem weeds that Roundup cannot kill. Roundup-resistant weeds identifi ed 
in the U.S. include pigweed (waterhemp), horseweed (marestail), and ryegrass.

5. Monsanto’s patents on Roundup Ready technology transfer unfair liability risks to farmers
 Many liability questions remain unanswered by our regulatory and judicial systems, including who is 
accountable for the spread of patented traits and ownership of contaminated seed. Unless laws governing 
liability are reformed, farmers who don’t plant GM crops are responsible for protecting themselves from 
contamination by GM traits. USDA does not require RR alfalfa growers to plant buffer areas. Monsanto 
enforces a strict contract called a Technology Agreement that shields it from liability.
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6. Roundup Ready alfalfa will ruin the hay export market for 
Pacifi c Northwest growers
 Japan is the biggest importer of U.S. hay and Japanese consumers 
demand GM-free hay. Even if the Japanese government approves 
import of RR alfalfa, customers have already told U.S. export 
companies that they will not purchase GM hay. The leading export 
states are Washington, California, and Oregon. Although only 5% of 
U.S. alfalfa is exported, Pacifi c Northwest producers export a much 
higher percentage of their crop. They stand to lose everything if their 
markets abroad are eliminated.   

7. Roundup Ready alfalfa threatens the honey industry
 Honey bees an important pollinator of alfalfa, and most honey 
produced in the U.S. is derived from alfalfa pollen. Because GM 
material is detectable in honey products, honey producers—especially 
those who export—may be forced to test their products for GM 
traits. 

8. The potential effects of Roundup Ready alfalfa feed on the 
health and productivity of livestock and wildlife have not been 
analyzed by independent scientists. 
 No independent research exists on the potential effects of RR 
alfalfa (or any RR crop) on livestock health and productivity.  The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service did not analyze the effect of Roundup-Ready alfalfa on 
migratory birds and other non-target organisms before approving this 
new crop. 

9. Roundup Ready alfalfa will increase farmers’ seed and 
chemical costs.
 RR alfalfa costs twice as much as other proprietary seed varieties, 
because a technology fee is tacked onto the price of GM seed. 
Monsanto’s Technology Agreement states that growers need to 
purchase its trademark glyphosate herbicide (Roundup), as opposed 
to a cheaper generic brand, in order to receive warranties on seeds 
and other benefi ts. Farmers who adopt RR alfalfa will spend money 
on additional chemicals to control volunteer alfalfa and glyphosate-
resistant weeds, as well as to kill RR alfalfa at the end of a stand’s 
life. 

10. Roundup Ready alfalfa increases the level of corporate 
control over American agriculture, and further reduces the 
availability of public alfalfa seed varieties
 Monsanto controls over 90% of the global GM seed market 
through ownership of patents and acquisition of other seed companies. 
Adding alfalfa to the line of RR products increases Monsanto’s grip 
on American farms and farmers, and allows a monopoly over a large 
segment of our food production system.


